( m )

of Yiinati, to Moulmein, a period not longer than that occit-
pied by the northern Shan merchants, who annually visit
the coast; and as an agreement was entered into with the
chiefs of Laboung and Zimme, who consented that the trade
with their territory should be perfectly free, there appears to
be every prospect, that in the course of a few seasons, the
Chinese caravans will annually repair to the British settlements
on the coast, and compete with the Shans, in a trade which
can hardly fail to be productive of mutual advantage to the
several COUD tries in which its operations are carried on. To
the temper and ability with which Dr. Richardson conducted
his negociations with this interesting people, are we entirely
indebted for our present friendly relations with them. I have
principally extracted from his journals such portions as related
to the immediate subject of inquiry (the state of our commercial
relations with the nations and tribes on our eastern frontier);
but they contain many most useful notices, on the manners
and customs of the people; their history, and the nature of
their intercourse with the hitherto unknown tribes by which
they are immediately surrounded; descriptions of the country,
and detailed accounts of the several passes by which commu-
nication may be kept up with them from Moulrnein; the whole
forming a body of very valuable information, which it is
highly desirable should be made more extensively useful, by
publication in some popular periodical.

93rd. I have now described the great chain of mountains
on our eastern frontier, and under the several heads of Assam,
Muneepoor, and Arracan, have noticed whatever appeared
likely to assist in forming an accurate opinion of the geogra-
phical peculiarities of those countries, their products and
resources; the several lines of communication by which they
are Respectively connected with the districts of Bengal and
the dominions of Ava, and the comparative facilities which
they afford for advancing to the invasion of the latter em-
pire. The countries on the east, which interpose bet ween these
recently acquired possessions, and the frontier of China, have
been also described as particularly as our present imperfect
information permits, and a brief account of the petty states